A — in- (afon to g: Health: 
ful, Yick, and Dying, fit for 


thiscalamitous time. 


 Wherein ſickneſſes, rape, and deaths, are 


o 
$i 


| b 


frequent. 


4 In whichis Diſcourſes, 
F 1. That the preſent Life of Man 1s ſhort. 
! 2. That Death is moſt certain. 

| 3. That the time and way of Death is uncertain, 

| 4+ Motives to prepare for Death. 

| $, Some things to be done in preparation for Death: 
| 6. Some Antidots againſt the fears of Death. | 


> judgment, 
Jy Chils per Avuſonium, 
' Vive memor mortis, utt memer ſis Gay falatts. 
Perſiue. 
Yi ive memo! Lethi, ſugit hore. 
1 Auguſt, de 'Dodtr, Chrifti ana, 


| | He cannot dic 1], whe liveth well, and iti is rare for ane to dic 
* well, who hath lived ill, 
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Y Heb. 9. 27. It is appotuted, unfo men once ts die, but after this the i Ir 
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The Argument. 


The Croſs and the C rown, Pag. 18. 


Ben. O Death is terrible / Cord. 14. 


At. mind thou muſt dye, 

All men ts. Nature muſt this Tribute Piy3 
The Crowned King, and ſo the Chain: d Slave 
Muſt equally :e turn'd into the grave. 

There's 50 diſcharge 18 this Man-ſlaying m_ 
Mements mori, ev'ry thing doth bear; 

Tis but a little while of interval 

Twixt thoſe that on a Tra'ick Scaffold fall, - 
Ani thoſe the rac: of natures courſe who run; 
Our life is a/moſt gone when ſcarce begun ;z 


Like to the Flow'r,;. that with the Sun doth riſe, 


And with the Su:; at nighvfades trom our eyes» 


And though, the King of terrours, death be cail'd, 
Yet by his terrours thou ſhan't be enthral'd. 


For Chriſt hath overcome death by his death, 
®Tis but a ſoftly {leepins oat the breath 3 


Which when its gone breaths in the land of joy, 
Wheve fears of men or death no more annoy. 


Eaſt-Lothian, November &» 1699. 
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| Death S Alarum to City and Countrey , to | 
mind and prepare for Death. 


2b ſaith, Han that is born of a wean is of few days,and full fl _ 
of trouble ; : he cometh ta'th lihe a flawer and 7s cut down; ||| _ 
he jleeth alſo as a ſhadow, and conrinueth nor, job 14. 12, | 
In which Pathetic k Pailage, he pojateth at the bro, 1ty of our |j{ 
preſent lite, the certatnty of cur futuie death, and that all j} 
the days of our lite t:ii our cearh, are lyable | co be attended |jj 
with many troubles and ſoriows : the ſerious conſideration J 
: whereof ſhould make us c2ncerned to provide Cordiais for #} 
 An.idotins the bi:terrefs of the miſeries of our life,ai d excite. | 
us earneſtly to exerciſe our i. Iv:s to prepare for death, and || | 
# with all dilizgense to ſecu e our hopes of eternallife, 1 
Death, Judgmeiit, Heaven and Hell are the four laft things, 
yet for the moſt part the laſt and leaft in our thoughts, which | 
;.: ſpeaks out much Gnpidity, unbelief, and impiety ; for if we 
_ did realiy believe ( as we ſay we Go ) that after our natural : 
'- death, x a is life and death of anoth:r nature, vix Eter- 
anal life, and the ſecoad death, unto one o: whick we ſhall be 
 Qoomed, at the greatday of Judgment, we ſhould ſurely be } 
'. more concerned, than g-nerally we a'e,to prepare for death, || 
- and lay holdon eternal life : T hete,theſe arc mattcrs of greats | 
eſt conſequence, all our other ſecular concerns, and temporal || 
cares and intereſts, are but- trifles and vanities in mae 
hereof : 'Yet alas! Sce we not the greateſt part of the ee 
ated ch:ldren of mea, madly pariumg to graſpand poſſeſs this |; 
; worid, aid to take all their pretent pleafures 1n time, as if 
. they were to live a ſenſuallife for ever, or to be annihilated || 
__ at death, or that there were neither Heaven nor Hell after ite jj 
Eccl, g, 3. -— The heart of the ſons of men is fall of evil, and |i 
madneſs is in- their heart, while they live, and after that they | 
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90 fo the dead. But my fr 
theſe Lines, ſurc I am theu art a Mortal, therefore Mementy | 
mori, rememember thou muſt die; For what man «© he that | 
 liveth, and ſhall net ſee death?! Pal. 89. 48. My defign is as 

faccinly asI can, to ſet before thee a few things of death, | 
and preparation for it, which are diſcourſed in theſe 6, SeRi. | 


and cor; uptible in their nature, er of very ſhort duration and _ 
continuance, Job g. 6, My dayes are ſwifter than a weavers . 
ſhuttle, which flyeth in the iwinkling of an cye, from the one 
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tend, whoever thou art that reads 
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ans following. 


SECTION TI. 
The preſent life of mas is ſhort. 


life Is ſhort, they haye been but thort while in the 


World, who are not convinced, from their own oſcrvyation. 


of daily deaths, that mortal man fs of few days; therefore ta 


prevent multiplication of words 12 proving a thing, that rea- 
dily none whe have their ſenſes about them will deay: All ! 
we ſhall offer ou this Head, fhall be to cite and narrate ſome ; 


Scripture-paſiages, wherein the brevity of mans life is illu- 
Ntrated, by comparivg it to ſeycral things that are tranſitory 
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E necd not be leng or prolix in telling you that our 
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end of the Web-Loom to the other, Job 9. 25, 26. Mp dayes * 


en. CE et a in a en. le —— 


are ſwifter than a prſt, they paſs away as the ſwift ſhips, and as the * 
eagle that haſteth to the prey ; all which are moſt ſwift and vio- +. 
Tent in their motions, Pfal. go. 9. He ſpend our years as a tale | 
#hat i told, which confiſteth in 2 few yaniſhing idle words. ; 1 
Job 9. 7. Mylife is wind, that poſteth by us 8: ſwijteſt wings, in ." 

a moment of time. Jah. 4 14. wo Fer what is your life? It | 
is even a vapour that appears for @ little time, and then vaniſheth } 
away. Plal. 144. 4. Mantis like to vanity, his days are as ajtas. 
dow that paſſeth away; either as the ſhadow of « cloud carri- | 
ed with a violent wind, paſicth our vicw in an inſtant, or as |, 
the ſhadow of the Sun on a Dial, that quiekly declineth, £ill | 
ſet from our Horizon, 1 Pets x. 24. Al fleh is as graſs, and all | 
| the | 


" 


Og C2. | I 
the glory of Wan as the flower of the graſs, co Mans life is as | 
the graſs, lyableto a theuſand accidents, to wither either by 
the ſcorching beams of the Sun, or a blaſhing wind, er to be 
ſoon cut down, or trarapled under the foer of man;or beafts: 
And as in a pleaſant Meadow there arc many forts of graſs or 
flowers, of varjous forms, figures aud colours, white, yelldw, 
red. blue, &Fc. Which by the ſame fate fall together before 
| the ſharp Syth; ſo.men of all qualities, Complexiens aud ft2- 
| tures, are promifcuouſly alike ſubje& to deaths deſtruftions, 
| Job 34. 18,19. God accepteth not the perſons of princes, nor re- 
| gardeth the rich more than the poor, In « noment ſhall they die, 
Tob 21.13. In a mement they go down 30 f5e grave, 1. ce. inavery 
! ſhort ſpace of t'me doth their breath evapora;ce avd evanifh. 
\ Pſal.35. 5.Behold thou haſt made my days as an Land-breadth,and i 
" Mine age is as nothing before thee ; vertly every nan at his beft e= > || 
\ ftate is altogether vanity : After this {1:#litude of our vain frail || 
| litete nothing and vanity, nothing more ne*ds be iaid ro cx. | 
preſs the brevity of it 3 and even they who by reaſon of / 
. firength, reach the length of threeſcore years and ten, or 
: fourſcore, yet their ſt: ength is labour and. forcow, for 17 15 ſoon 
| Cuz off, and they flee away, Yſal. go. 19, 
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SECILILON LL 
Death is mojt certain and inevitable, 


f Eath is a debt that all mortals owe to Nature, and mnt 
; be paid ; death will admit of no bribe,no bail,no main- 
{ prize, their is no po6ſfible fence or guard againft hisdarts and 
+ inſtruments of defiruftion, ſayes Feb 30- 23. I know that theu * 
' wilt bring me to death, and to the houſe appointed for all living. 
Aud Heb, g, 27. Itis appeinted for all once ts dic, i. e, there is 
| 2 ſtated unalterable decree by the Council of Heaven, that all 
- Muſt die, which by no means can be repealed or avoided. Pray 

| What can thou plead or pretend as a ground o! hope toeſeape, 
# but what will be found vain and uaable to help thee. Pſel. 

| $9. 48, What man is he that liveth, and ſhall not ſee death 2? 
" Shall he deliver his foul from the hand of the grave ? Ecclef. 8.8, 
, EE Trere 
1 


3 


F 


There 1s no man that hath As in the day of death, and theye j. 
* no diſebarge in that war, Riches and wealth will not avail the 
'+In the day of death, they may rather periaps bring .the'} 
ſooner te thin: end; thy vexatious thoughts of the cecefſy /# 
of leaving them grating and waſting thy vital ſpirits,or there | Þ 
by» thou mayeſt be expoſed to become a prey to' ſome} c 
or other, who by ſiniſter ways may eorapaſs thy death, ty} f 

' ſhare of thy beloved gear and riches : Where is Creſus and} t 
Craſſus ? Where areall the full and opuleat poiſetiors of thi. © 
worlds goois? Hath not death ſpoiled them all, borh of thay 
lives and livings? 65 21. 13. They ſpend thetr days in wealth 
and in a moment go d:wn to the grave. Job 34. 19, 20, ---- Gulf 
regardeth nat the rich mare than the poor, in a moment ſhall thy 
Ae, Werldly power aud greatneſs are liftie things befan{: 
thi: great King of terrours, and terror of Kings. Where ar 
the mighty Monarchs, Princcs and Potentats of this Woridji 
.Where are the Armed Hoſts of Nition:, with tineir Generaly 
Captains avd Commanders ? Are not all theſe men of might 


__, conſumed with worms and cor. ption ? They whe brought maj 
; a4 _ By deaths upon others, cou!d not wars it off themſelves, flf © 
| 24022, 24. ſhe mighty are not fare of thely lije, rhey are exalted fe 
8, for a while, but are gone and brought l1w, they are taken out ff 


the way a all others, and cut off as the ops, of the ears of corn,| 
Kev: 19. £8. The fl:% of Kings, the fl: of Captains, the fleſh if} 
mighty men, the flejh oj ill men 08h fre: and vound. bath ſmall and| 
great, ſhall be made a feaft .6 dcach and corrupiton. The Se} 
phiits and wiſe men 0: thew3r.d, who by their exquiſi;« cun} 
ning and providence could contrive and plot the rutne of Ni4 
S: tions, not one of them couid ever yer fall on a politick to lavet*. 
is themſelves trom death : Where the Achitophels, where the '! 
; «* Matchiatels, aud all th: other profonns Politicians, who han 
been acmired for tizcir wildo:n. Icals aad eloquence ; natly 
not death ouc-witted them ail, and de-witted them utterly} 
Pſal. 49. 10. The wiſe man dieth, 8&8. fa. 3. 1,2, 3. Where ti 
mighty man. and the man of wat, the fuige, and the Propht 


#7 » 4:49% 


| 0p and the pruden;? here 1s ihe honourable man, and the Co .nſellw;; 
E . @nd the cunning A'tificer, and the eloquent Qrator f Are they 0" 
RI. all taken away? yea,they rx dead and gone. Bodily firent. 


health aad vigour, canvot hold out agatait this Cong cid. 
hoſe he ciuſheth down as the inoth, and maketh to decay a; - 


1 :sthe graf before the Mower, How many healthful and — 
(oung perions haſt thou known,who appeared as if they would | 
[ve run to the outmoſt ſtep of Natures courſe, who yet have 
cen run down by death in the midſt and bloom of their ver- 
'dant years? Let net the young man gly in his firengtb, for ſome 
ſays Job 36+ 14- they die m youth, I thought not amiſs on 
this particular to inſert here a few Lines out of a little Poem, 
caſted, an AbſiraQof ZceleſraStes, Se, 179, 

: 'Boaſt net of youthful years, ner boaſt | 

Of health of body, nor of might 3 

; A [hot whiles ſickneſs may thee poſt 

' From time, to an eternal night. 

Mind thou muſt diz, but when, or where, 

Thou canneſt not Divine or tell 3 

The Lambs«skin often at the Fair 

* Tou'l find 4s ſoon as the Sheeps to ſell. 

{ Neither will the charms of beanty, nor the fineſt amiable com- 
| plexions, move death to pity or ſpare, he 1s ſo fond of his 
k own Gaſtly Coyntenarce, that he will haveall look like him- 
d ſelf ; Loveable beauty, Ifay, the common charm of Mortals, 
\ will not at all take with this Maſter bf Mertals, for he'll make 
'+their beauty to conſume away like a math, Pſal. 39. 11. Yea, their 
F beauty ſhall corſumein the grave, tal. 49. 14. What, what then 
j\will be a ſhield againſt the darts of death ? Tf none oftheſe 
can be Armour of Proof ? will not piety and vertue be a fence 
and fanQuary? No, no for all fleſp is graſs | Even grace and 
godlineſs that may make immortal aiier time, will not ſave 
'Tany mortal from temporal death. Iſa. 57. 1. The righteous pe= 
rtheth, and merciful men are taken away. Heb. 11. 13. The 
{Apoſtle ſpeaking of Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Meſes, and 
other h:ly men of God, iays of them, T beſe all died in faith : 
{Lay thine account then wha ever thou ar t, that ſoon or ſync 
{thou muit die. OT 
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. Upward. No man knoweth what ſcene or ſhare of temptations | 
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SECT4iON-11L 
The time and way of death is uncertain, 


Ortals are obnoxious to innumerable miſchievous miſ- Þ 
V I fortunes, fatal accidents, apd untimely dezths, ſays 
Eliphax, ſ'bg. 9. Man is born unto trouble, as the ſparks flee 


and tribulations may betide hi:n ere he go off the ſtage ofÞ 
time; . but all-having ſigned, all may dread to partake of the} 
bitter fruits of fin: Every day we may behold ſome ſpeRtacles & 
of miſery ; every day brings news of ſame body or other that /; 
1s viſited with difafters and d ftrefſ-s. To prevent tedious 
enlargement on this Head, take a ſhort Synopſis of ſome of 
the common woes and miſcries of the world, in 2 few Verſes 
of a little Shedul', ealled, The Croſs and the Crown, 
' This World's a Maſs of Woes, a Maze of Tears, 
Amazing Mortal Wights with Panick fears; ” 
. Ourlife's a Tragedie, comes in with cryes, BY 
Made up of griefs. goes out with Elegies: | 
- Back Mortal as his part, in evry age, WM; 
Each Scene new ſorrews brings upon the Stape 3 
Some caver'd with a Sable Vail we ſee, 
«An Embleme of a late Mortalitic; | 
Some crying (clapping hands) Ah/ erucl Fate, 
I'm raviſh'd of wy Darling and my Mate. : 
Some change their health te ſickneſs, caſe for pain, 
Sore in a moment all their glory ſtain; 
Some who were Crown'd with Fortunes braveft Bay, | 
Have found their Garland wither ſoon away © j 
Some who like Crejus, Treaſures had 1n flore, MY 
Like Job, or Irus, poyerty deplore : | 
Some who had all they wiſh'd, wiſh for their Urne, 
' And that their Fun'ral Flames may quickiy burn. 
Yee, Commonerwealths, and Monarchies we lee, 
That ſometirze flouriſh'd, are « nuilitie X 
Our Text is proy'd, this World's a walſs of woes, 


Exch day a deleiul Commentvry ſhows. 
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But 


But that we may come cloſler to the main purpoſe of this 7] | | ; 


&(tion, viz. that the time and way of death 1s uncertain, we | 

I will narratc an H:ſtoxital account of fevera! perſons who have 

F- becn ſoon and ſuddenly inarch'd but of the world, and ſorhe of - 
: 


them come to very tragical ends, by ſtrange and unexp*&ed. 
ways and "means : It would be'an, endle(s work to ſpecifie alt, 
even the ordinary diſeaſes, whereby people are in icopardy - - 
daily of having the threed ot their fe cut; neither is it poſ- . 
fible ro gueſs at, 'or foretell ali the fatal accidents whereby our 
"death may be compiſſzd, for our life and breath is at the un- 
avoidable reverence and diſpoſal of the #bſolute Lord of life- | 
and death. who hzth many Arrows in his Guiver, and: variety 
of inſtruments of death, there be mille nocendi. artes, & mille || 
pertcula mort, which ſhould make. us who zre certain we-muſt "il 
dic, wnd uncertain where or when,to fiudy to be always rea= || 
f . dy and prepared, Matth, 24.92, 24. and Matth. 25.13. Watch || 
” therefore, for ye know neith:r the day ner the hour wherein the Sp 4 
+ * of men cometh, therefore be ye alſo ready, for 1n ſuch an hour 
” as yethink not, the Son of man cometh 3 Prov. 24, I. Com 


; 
; ” I 
. pared with Jam. 4. 14. Boaſt not thy ſelf of to marrow, for thou 
; knoweft nat what a day may bring firth, and ze know not what ©. 
ſhall be on the morrow, for what 1s your life? it is even a vapour | 
* tba appeareth a little. time,” and then vaniſheth away. The ins | 
, conſiderate r ch man in the Goſpel, fondly promiſed to him- | | 
ſel: many years, wherein -he cxpetted to poſleſs his great |: 
wealth, and to tzke his caſe, ear, drivk, and be merry, when |, 
behold in a moment a dampivg meſſ:ge came unto him, which; | 
no doubt did ſtrike him ioto a Pannick feor, and Fever of per-:; 
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den deaths, Z | 


- Purpoſe, to narrate ſome Trazick inſtances of fixange and ſud | 
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and drowned. on SE 
' Fortia Attendulus, while he was endea 
vant, in hazard of drownin 
himſelf pe d | : J : 
Mazentius the Emperor, in his flight from Conſtantine” the |; 
mT —— Great; 
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Neocles the. Son of Themiſtocles died with the bite of an | 


Seleucus Callenicus, and Theod1(1us the ſccond Emperors | 
both died by a fail off their Horſes, 


\ F 
Great, paſſing the Bridge called Ponte Mole, within two Miles 
of Rorme, the (ard Bridge ſuddenly falling into the River, he! 
and all that were with him preſeptly periſhed. _- 
| Remulus Anaſtaſius the Emperor, apd dfureltanus Carus the 


Emperor, and -many with him, were in an inftant OY 
and fuffocate with Thbunger and Lightnivg:. 


L 
. 


Fulco the? Ear] of Angiers was brained dead with a firoak of | - 


his 'Herſe, I:fring up, 286d berding back his head. 


Heſperia a Maid died of the bite of a SETPERT, and Divgenes| } - 
the'Philoſopher of the bire of a Dog, 17 


Hatte the Archbiſhop of Mentz was devoured of Mice. 


HasEminus the Emperor, and Monorificus the King of the +4 b 


Vandals, were both conforncs with ſwarms of Lice, 


Herod arrayed in his Royal Appare],fitting upon his Throke, } 


by the jſmmediat hand of God was eatep of Worms, 
Alcibiades was burnt alive in his Chamber: 
Nicias being keen at hunting, earneſtly following the chaſe, . 
!ell accidentally into a Coal-pit, where he died miſcrably. 


Philefiratus and Elpener tall:in} down a pair ot Staiis in tgir| 


drunkenne(s, both died of the f2ll, 


Terentius Corax, while Writing a Mifſive Letter, ſaddenly . 
died; Sodid c, Tulivs a Phyfician, in the time he was. 


putting his Spe&acles on his Noſe : And Flavins Fobefuns, ſo 


clan, while drinking a Glaſsof Wine. 
Ap« Saufetus in glurti:ig down an Egg, died immediatly. 


ivg. 


ventus Thalua, all dicd of an excels of joy, 


Philip the Son of Demetrixs the ſecond King of Macedan, 


and{Cbarles the graſs Emperor, both died of an exceſs of griet 
and [orcow. 


2 


Cuens Carbs, while caſing Natyre, dicd cn the place, ſo it | 
bs ſtorled of Arrize that Arch-heretick in.the Primitive times, / 
| Petri Calceanus died among the Barbers hands while a trim!) 


Phitiſtion the Poet Gicd in a great kink and fir of laugh- Z 
w__ 


While hearing Forreign Ambaſſadors : And L. Durits a Phyfi- 


Philippides the Gomedian, Diageras the Rhodian, and Ju-/ - 
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| & ouſe vpon his head, | ne 
| , John the Duke of Britatnre, and ſeveral others with him,were 
|. E:uſhed to death by the Blots Wall: © * | 


ÞP under the open air, was ſuddenly ſlain, by the fall of a Tor- 
|} toiſe en his bald Pate, which an Eagle taking, 1t ſeems, for a 


1 ( 11 ) FRE 
_ ©. Heterivs a Roan Knighr, and Cornel Galle a Senat 
both died 1D the very a@ of Venery» 
Anacreon dled by a little fone of a Raifine that fluck in his 
throat. _ _ _ 
Henry the Son of 4Iphonſus the 8, King of Caſtile, while plays 
ing with bis Comrads, was ſtruck dead by a Slate falling off a 


. > -S 


Alexander the Emperor, Son of Baſilus, and Atti*King of 


Pa;noniz, both died of a great bleeding at the noſe. .. 
Old Aſchylus a Poet in Srz/re, becking himſelf at the Sung 


ſtone, let the Tortoiſe fall on it, that thereby breaking the 
ſhel!, ſhe might get the meat, 

.Themigenes dies of vomiting after his ſupper, 

Antoninus Pius died !1-eping. 


Otto the third Emperor dicd by the infcfton of a pair of 


poiſ5ned Gloves. | 

| Frigder, 1. Barbaroſſa Emperor, was drowned (viming. 
Henry the 3, Emperor, taking too great a mouthtul ofbread, 

diced cating, | 


Drufius Porpeius, Claudius Cejars Son, playing with a piece - ] ji 


Pear,and throwing ic up,to intercept or keppit in his mouth, 
it 'fell fo far into his throat, that 1f choaked himimmediatly. - 
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_ Tarqu, Priſcus, died with a Fiſh Bone ſticking croſs in his 


throat. I 
_ Fabjas a Roman Senator, was choaked with a Hair 1n Milk |: | 
d | | x p ; * 
nat he was drinking. + 


O what a (mail matter will 


® frail mans turn, to turn him |! 
out of time into eterity, when Gods decreed time 1s come, |. | 
Now in confideration of theſe ioftances, and the innumerable: | , 


hizardsof death that we are in every. moment, and that by in- | | 


numerable diverſe mears and accidents, O let us fear-always, | ; 


. andprepareand provide againſt 1} dangers occurcent, 


_ deaths, | was called for todee a young Woman, but about a 
EL : year | 


 T thought not amiſs to inſert here, that jn the very interim 
cx mean timethat'I was Writing thir Paſſages of ſome ſudden 
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CO BRIST faith, Mit, 24. 42, 44: Watch, for ye bnow mt wha L 


more Burials than Births ; few Families have eſcaped, where) 


- Chufch or Mercat,do. we not miſs many of.our Friends;Neigh- 


where are they ? They are gone, and their places of converſeſ 


| and helps co amend and reRifie, but pot to die well, can neſt 


.» 


ED Ws 3 OD | 
yezr Married, that died the (awe day of a few hours \llaekh. 
having the laſt night nigh: of her life gone to bed as well 
health as ever, as her Husbaad told me, ; 'F 
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SECTION IV, 
\ Itives to prepare for Death, 


hour the Lira do:b come,therefore be ye alſo ready; Thoughſ 
there were no rgore but this one command and advertiſements 
from our Lords own mouth, it is enough to make us think if 
our great concern te prepare for death, and toalarm ws agree 
ably co ply this great work, Befides the motives we have all 
ready touched ai, viz That death is cer-aif, and the time and 
manner therof uncert3in, we will offer a few more corfiicre. 
tions, to perſwade and excite you to do what ye can to be inal 
prepared cſlate for, approaching death. ES 
. We get mauy fair warnings, and ſpeaking memorials, thaff 
we muſt die. Are not fickne(s raging, and deaths frequent! 
Grough the Land? At this day, *tis oblerved, there arc fir,, 


In there has not been <cither ſick, or dead. When we 20 to 


bours, and Acquaintarces, that a few days or weeks before, 
were wont toattend theſe publick occaſions,as we do,aud now . 


or refidence knows them no mgge. What is the language” of 
this, but hodte migi eras tibj? Whna's gy fate: to day, may be 
thine to morrow. Apgain,we muſt die But opce,we have.needÞj 
to ſee thar.we do it well: We ſay and do many things amiſsÞ 
an the ordinary courſe of cur life, which we may have leiſure}. 


«alt a; - INFO! 


vet be helped,now or never 15 the time of preparing for death,forÞ- 
as the tree falls ſo will it ly; if thou unhappily happen to dic] 
In a graceleis uncorveried eftate, without Goe, and without 
Chrift, thou dies alſo withoub hoſe, for there 1s po hope 18Þ 
the grave Huther were there is no more Preaching Few 
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The OL a, » Pr OR ng 
and Repentance after timc, vo more mercy fo be expeR&ed 
of God, no more med1aiionby Chrift, no more gracious tno- | 
tions ot the -Hoiy Spirit; as life' leaves you, dearth will find | 
you. and as deith finds you, ſo will eternity irear you; therer +, 
fore it is :fte living, he living mult Jay It to hear', and that 1} 
while they are in the land of hop: ;, for 1f ye die unprepared, - 
| your hopes are aiterwaids cut off ror ever, Eccl. 9.5, i, The 
- living know that they ſhalldie vur the dead know not any 
| eking. Whatſoever thy oand finderh #1 ao, a9 1t with t'y might, 
' for. there 15 10 work. ny: de«ti.c, nor knowiedge, nr wiſdom in the 
grave whutker thou geſt. at, 38, 18. The grave cannot praiſe 
rhee* dearh cannot celebrace thee, chey that go diwn to the pit cane" 
not hope for thy truth, Remember alſo that when the Harbin. | 
gers of Death cine, thougi: thou ſhouldeſt pray hjm withi 
firons cryes «nd tears to ſpare thee yet a little while, that thou 
mayeft be better prepated ere thou go hence to be no more : 
None of thy Reaſons or Rierorick will prevat} to r=prievethee 
one moment. bis fir:& orders he muſt put ro preſent peremp- 
tory execution; one'breathings reſpite I ſay thou needeſt not | 
exp:& : For as it is, Fob tg. 5. Thy days are determined, the ® 

\ number of thy months are with God, hz hath appuanted thy buds 
that thox canſt not paſs: it Is 1mpoſſtiole'either to anticipaie or |; : 
; tranſgreſs rhe (et and definite time and period of Gods unal- | | 
1 terable decree and appointment, And 1s there no! a great | 
f Rcalot firong reaſon ye ſhould prepare for d:ath, even mare 4" 

| , than a parity, with reſpe@ to other cares and con. eras, this | 
being the care of cares, If ye have Debts or Accounts to give 
| . in to any that owes yon, will you no: take time to Ex:rat 
them, and to fit and (et them in order; Now have you not 
Counts -to clear with God ? Are ye nor deep in+ hi; Debe2 Þ! 
What innumerable debts of fins, and debts of mercies, and of | | 
time and other Talents, are you in Arrears of to God? Aad | 
have you not juff ground*co expe that he will call you to att 
account ? Matzh. 25. 19. Ajter along time the T,»rd of theſe ſere 
vants came and reckoned with them, If you are to'tike a voy 
- * age, or tofo a Journey, are ye not concerned to provide for 
them ? 'And have ye not a far Journey and dangerous voyge 
togo, rhat are to land at times end, in the aRon1ſhin» Abyls 
of Eternity, and perhaps knows not whether ip Hezv: 0 or 
| Hell? It you are ts come into the preſence of a King 0; Cizy, | 
Ee Ae re en nn | By Ea will |; 
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_ fn the latt Buttel of the Soul ar dearh,will ye adventnre naked 
| end Armleſs ? Have not too inany cxrcleſs touls dons ſo? who | 


* fie and careful would [ be, to improve ail my hours tor better 


"godly, who have died vader a cloud, have lenented bitterly, of. 
Stacir aat being aRaally (o prepared, as they ought to have, 


. I 
will ye not as bs 7oſeph, Gen. 41. DR your ſelyes Ki your beſt. 
prepared drels you can, andare ye to appear betore the King”. 
of kings, and will you got change your dirty raggs, and put - 
oa.your bet oraaments ? [f to engage in Battely will you not 
arm an4 propre for your own ſafety? And when to engage 


when to dic have been filled 'vich Grrowful complaints, and 
horvible out-cryes, O time, time : Had 1 tiine agaith, how bu», 


parp9:es than { have doe, (ſpec aaily in preparation for my laft | 
houc ? As on the contrary, vio ever repeated their prepa+ | 
ring for death? None ſure ever had reaſon, for theſe whoare }.; 
prepared, and incaſe to die well, it God ſpare them, are alſo: ' 
11 caſe to live weil, in4 prepared the better to improve eve- \ 
ry lor of [ife,it arin 3; not death the ſooner that wee much mind ,* 


fiiled with horror, waen to dis unprepared, but even many - 


en; for they have foutrfd Sian then fer moft furiouſly upon | 
thn, his time being ſhort, and they being ſhort of ſome of } 
their proviſions ag4nit #15 affauits : But chough they may not k 
b2 ataaiiy preparz, fo maca a3 they ſhould bes, yet beins | ef 
makin 04cuesy by their gracious and falvifick tranſlafie ' L: 
o1from Jeath ct life, in their Ef:Rual Gil'ing and Canverſi- WW! 
oa, hey need nat ſo much bein >01dage tor fear 6f death, as ' »] 
ta9'e wan are agtnng Prepar 2d, being in _the gall of birter« iu 
neis, an 52nd of iniqait Y it is indecd a terrible thing fob ;/ 
ſuzh, ts ac urprized! apr -nared, for they not bein? meet ,. 
£57 cac inheritinee of the Sens 7m light, wich they enter the} | 


_ g2:25 of dedtin, tho outs s of Heaven will he ſhut againi't them -J.* 


ererlaſtiys torment; prepared for theme Bat ere | pais from'|} pa 
this Had, {| would jv. no holy t think, that when l aÞ fg ca 
£15 preifi 1g proparetion, it !s ny upon : he ficxly, or dying f 
al 2, 29, | eX101ikt. YOJ WO 206 1 11 ot efizbiil ted like health , | if 
aaJ vighr, fo to mu ne your days, as t9 apply your kearts ts | Ge 
this piece of trac wiſdom; for it will take our freſheſt healths | inj 
ear (tr322et with, 247 guicail vigour, 53610 firteft was; an; 
15 


1.27 EVey, an 14 the f3tcs of (121) 9PI0ER, ticrevy to cater on of 


CF we 
this ſo great and important werk ; then ſure ye will-have the 
Jeſs ro do, when ſicknefſes or pains feize upon you, ard.wary 
who have reſolved, and dejayeri to dothis' work, th] fick, or 


to dic, have fonnd thar eitherGod in his juſtice hath taken heart }| 
and hand from them, or that their diſcales and maladies have 


ſo difordertd and diftempered both body and mind, that jor 
their hearts they could not get their hearts ſericus or. ſteddie, 
in minding their ſouls eternity matters; and who krows if they 


ſhall get a warvivg of {ickneſs before death, fer inthe twink» 


ling of aneye ihey may be ſnatched aut of time into etervity, 

( as you have been hearing of many tragical inftances) not 

getting ſo much time allowed them, as to cry for Gods mer- 

cy. From all which contiderations we earneftly obteft you 
| betimes to prepare tor Death, Judgment, and Etcrnity, 


q 
- 


| Pn etelatranys Capra Barca rgaN Mr a 
' Some things to be done in preparation for Death. 


| Wo John, Revel. 14. 13. Bl:fied are the dead, which die itt 
I the Lord, whereby we may underſtand the thrice b'eſsful 
eſtate of ckem who die in Union and Communicn with the 
Lord, ih the Faith of the Lord, in peace and reconciliation 
with the Lord, in hope of being with the Lord for ever, and 
" who are prepared foro be: Now for your help herein, 1 will 
. luggefi afew neceſliry things proper to beprattized by you. 
'. Frequently meditate on death and your +frajl ſtate of life, 
4 .1et Memento Mort be @ften in your thoughts :* For to contem- 
4 plate of Mortalicy and Eternity, may diſpoſe and frame your 
4.--arts'to prepare for death and eternity. Take ſome fhare 
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[* 


| ot thy ' time (criouſly to conſider thy ways, refleR on all the 


| paſſages and periods of thy paſt courſe of life, as much as thou 


| can remember, ſteep thy thoughts in the deep conſideration 


f thy great and mavy fins, ti] thou win fenfibly to know and 

. ce what an evil thing 1t is, and bitter, to have ſinned againſt 
| God; and when thy heart is affeQed with a view of all thine 
hiquities,coufeſs them fully arid particularly before the Lord, 
ans that 1n all the!r aggravating circumſtances, accuſe thy ſelf 
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Witch» Towers thai thou mayfi be tenced ande hietded agat | 


.leaft, trequently reac the Scriptures,and that with reverency 


\ Habliſhment in the neoft holy Faith : Keep thy mind free fre 
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as worthy of death, wrath, and damnation; repent, and proz 


. 
» 
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| Brate thy ſelt in the moſt humble manner, then, renounc} 
all thy own righteouſneſs as unclean, Jay hold on the righte. 


cuireſs, merits, and mediaticn of Chriſt Jeſus by faith, -be. 
lic- og be 15 both able and willing to.pardon all thine iniquj. 
ti;-, avd to (ave thee from the wrath that is to ceme. Cove? 
birt thy 1elt away tothe Lordzavouching thy ſelf ſincerely and 
expliicitely to be his Subje@ and Servant, and avouching wiih | 
al:k- plainneſs and integrity, his being thy alone Lord and Re. 
de: mer; avd having thus entercd into perſonal Covenant with 


| hin, ſee thou keep thy Covenant invlolably, alſo revew.it 
frequent)\,and exdeavour to carry and walk as becomes a Chit: 


ſtian in Covenant vithEhriſt: Study to lead. a boly life, ac 


or ly, iree of notour vices, but adorned with examplar Chit 
 ſhanvirtues, ſuch as good works of Mercy, Charity and Pie 


t : Have on thy. Spiritual Armour ajways, abd ftand on. thj 


the fiery darts ot Satan, the ſnares and temptations ot t 
wor'd, and the rebeijjous inerdivat iAffeaiens of thy unmort 
fied ticſh. Likewiſe Keep up thy daily courſe of religious 
ties, devoutly praying 0 God j1k morning and evening 


attention, and dilffgence,. praiie God tharkfully for all i 
mercies it thy lot; let thy converſation be In Heaven, by ſo. 
ritual- mindeaneſs, an8d fervent meditation on Hcavenly a 
ſpiri:val thivgs: NegleC& no opportunities when in hezlth, 
the publick Ordinances of God, with thg comfortable Cong 
$a'1cns of his people 3 improve them for daily increaſe 
knowledge, growth and exerciſe ot grace, up-building avg 


earthl+ cares, and diſtraing. thoughts, anent the things | 
this vain vexaticus werid :;.abandon a'ſo all inclinarions 
malice, revenge, reproach, or any way 1mpatring or 1fhjurf 


thy Neighbours good Name, Ferſon, of Eftate : and whent 
ther throvgh the ſerfſible infirmitieso! old age, or rhrearni| | 
ſympremes of fickneſs, or preſent dangerous diſeaſes, th 
art under apprehenfions ot approaching death, fee thou' 
thy houſe in: order, both as to the inward confii ution 'ef 

. pirit, and as fo the outward diſpoſal and ſcttiement of 
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. SAD of 7 EE |; 

$ 2cu2lr Intereſts and Aﬀears': And: 1n the Jaft plare, ſets. 
' "and fortific againſt the fears and terrors of death, which leads 
| to the fait thins f Mall ofters 


5 E G T I O N v f | 
Antidote: againſt the fears of Death. 


ft will 5e a Cweetand welcome word from the mouth f 

[ of cur Saviour, Matrhe 25, 34. Come ye bleſSed of my | 
 Fatner, t»herit the kingdom prepared for you. O what riſques* ;} 
of death do many run, compaſſins S:a and Land,without fear, | 
withqur fainting, that they may gain fome (mall moyette, or- 
a few crambs oc this periſhing earth? and yt rt how little : 
pains are we for the inheritance of an everlaſting Kingdom ; 


yea ſome are ſo Epicuriſh, or Turkifh, that they would even, 


quite their part.and hopes of if, it but freed trom deatin, and 7 


fecured-In. a perpetuated poſſeſſion of eartily pleaſures and 
| riches: It Is ſmall worider that ſuch fear their loſs of this life, | 
| who have not the proſped of atother after ir : But O Believ- 4 
er, why doſt thou fear death ? whereof 'if thou hidſt 2 right. | 
notion, there-1s nothing in it ſhould be formidable to thee 2. 
The yaliey and ſh1dow | of death is a dark, & irkſome paſſage, |. 
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to thoſe who go through 1 ir ſolitary ard alcne;bur Ehriſt hath 
gon? this way to { anQitif | itto thee, he will be with thee In 
every ſteo,he wH! not not Jew? thee: This way is ſtrawed withy 
Serpents and Ser r>lon5 to the wicked, which will flill bet 
ſtinging and tormenciag them, but Chfilr nah taken the fling, 
o; dexth for thee, 1.79% 1% 8, 57, Art thou not in noon. 


nll Vit Chriit ? yea Sſuch 2 firtd and firm ion, that neither 
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fin nor $:t48 £1n break, nor death diifoly 7, 27, 
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ln tne vertue whereal, = all Be zlievers, tne my Ing neaher cf. þ 
Chit that gior! ous Meag, ſhall at the Tail Soy be exif el writa 111 
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cs SARy | \/ 0 
y Ind miſery, from all fermptacions £0 fin, and perils of ſarrew; 
4 znd make thee for cyer triumph over fin, Sajany, Hell, and 
\  Peath. | | H die, A 
F p O Believer / Hiſt thou not ofcen been filled with many weak 
' a! fy complaints in thy life ? Death will make them all to ceaſes 
"- xj Hath not chy lite been ſometimes 1moitftered with exquiſite 
+ g pain or heavy ſickneſs? Death will relieve thee of thoſe bur 
v dens: Haſt thou not been in frequent tormentfgl fears, of 
hk, £roſſes, loſſes, poverty, or diſgrace, and other infelicitiey 
.. & Common to mankind ? It is death that thou {> much fears, will 
p fiſffolye all theſe fears for ever. Haſt thou not often fighed 
hq and (orrowed over thy ill plaguie heart ? Haſt thou not oftewl 
r cryed aut, alas, my hard, my vain, my carnal, my uncleaw 
p 28d luftful, my deceitful and perverſe untraQable heart! Haſk 
11 Thou nat alſo often cryed out, O wretched man that I aw, why 
r fhatl deltver me frew this$1dy of fin and death ? O Believer, re« 
Jn VR 1i © j: gaice in hope, for e'ce thy body of clay be laid into duſt, 
AIAN 3151. © 6 deathwill be the death of thy bolly of fia, the old man will be 
TM Thr if; 8 felld dead with deaths laſt firoak, thy corruptions and infirs 
{| IVLNLTY ot; mitics ſhall never any more. be matter of thy grievance or 
{VE T1. b complatat, And aideath opens the doors of the Lake, tolef 
WT EIN 3 & inthe workers of infquity, fo it will be to thee, O Believer, 
44 * £4 an in-let to glory, reſt and happineſs; thou but dies, that 
: thau mayeſt 1ive; thou but leaves and flits this ſinful and 
t cumberſome Tabernacle- of Clay, that thou mayeſt go to the 
c glorious Manſion above, not made with hands, but eternal in 
the Hervens, and who but ſhould be content with ſach a flit» 
(| ting? We were.telitng before, that Chriſt will be ready to 
| welcom: thee to the fruition ob an everlaſting Kingdom, aud 
. i taſay fo, thy deatis day will be thy Coronation day; for by 
{ death thou (hall be tmmediatly wakted to glory : What ſhould 


®, 


- ; we (ay more? for eye hzth not (een, nor ear heard, neither 
- 1 hath it entered into the heart of man to conceive, what the 
,  Cþbelierec is tocv)oy aiter deaths 

| & : 
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